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acidic deposition levels were to remain constant over the next 50 years (the time frame used
for projection models), the acidification rate of lakes in the Adirondack Mountains that are
larger than 10 acres would rise by 50 percent or more. Scientists predict, however, that the
decrease in SO, emissions required by the Acid Rain Program will significantly reduce
acidification due to atmospheric sulfur. Without the reductions in 802 emissions, the
proportions of acidic aquatic ecosystems would remain high or dramatically worsen.
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