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Recent studies indicate that people breathe low levels of this chemical
both in homes where dry-cleaned goods are stored and as they wear
dry-cleaned clothing. Dry cleaners recapture the perchloroethylene
during the dry-cleaning process so they can save money by re-using
it, and they remove more of the chemical during the pressing and
finishing processes. Some dry cleaners, however, do not remove as
much perchloroethylene as possible all of the time. Taking steps to
minimize your exposure to this chemical is prudent. If dry-cleaned
goods have a strong chemical odor when you pick them up, do not
accept them until they have been properly dried. If goods with a
chemical odor are returned to you on subsequent visits, try a
different dry cleaner.

Standards or Guidelines

No standards have been set for VOCs in non industrial settings. OSHA regulates
formaldehyde, a specific VOC, as a carcinogen. OSHA has adopted a Permissible
Exposure Level (PEL) of .75 ppm, and an action level of 0.5 ppm. HUD has

established a level of .4 ppm for mobile homes. Based upon current information,
it is advisable to mitigate formaldehyde that is present at levels higher than 0.1

ppm.
Additional Resources

Indoor Air Fact Sheet No. 4 (revised) - Sick Building Syndrome

Explains the term "sick building syndrome" (SBS) and "building related
illness" (BRI). Discusses causes of sick building syndrome, describes building
investigation procedures, and provides general solutions for resolving the
syndrome.

= HTML Version
* [EPA 402-F-94-004, April 1991]

Indoor Air Pollution: An Introduction for Health Professionals

Assists health professionals (especially the primary care physician) in diagnosis of
patient symptoms that could be related to an indoor air pollution problem.
Addresses the health problems that may be caused by contaminants encountered
daily in the home and office. Organized according to pollutant or pollutant groups
such as environmental tobacco smoke, VOCs, biological pollutants, and sick
building syndrome, this booklet lists key signs and symptoms from exposure to
these pollutants, provides a diagnostic checklist and quick reference summary,
and includes suggestions for remedial action. Also includes references for
information contained in each section. This booklet was coauthored with the
American Lung Association, the American Medical Association, and the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission.
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